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requisite.1 We axe aware of no sufficient cause for with-
holding this power, and we believe that the want of it in
the other British Colonies has often been productive of
serious inconvenience. On the other hand, we do not think
it right that a subordinate Legislature should have the
power of enlarging or altering any of the constitutional
franchises conferred on it by Parliament, without either the
express or the implied assent of the Queen, Lords and Com-
mons of the United Kingdom. We should object to such
an unrestrained permission, not for technical or legal
reasons merely, but on broad and substantial grounds.
Changes in the Constitution of any Colony may be produc-
tive of consequences extending far beyond the limits of the
place itself. They may affect the interests of other British
settlements adjacent or remote. They may be injurious to
the less powerful classes of the local society. They may
be prejudicial to Tour Majesty's subjects in this country, or
they may invade the rights of Tour Majesty's Crown. We
think therefore that no Act of any Australian Legislature
which shall in any manner enlarge, retrench or alter the
Constitution of that Legislature or its rights or privileges,
or which shall be in any respect at variance with the Act
of Parliament or other instruments under which the Legis-
lature is constituted, ought to be of any validity until it
had been expressly confirmed and finally enacted by Tour
Majesty in Council. And we are further of opinion that it
should not be lawful to make any Order in Council so con-
firming any such Act until it had been laid before each
House of Parliament for at least thirty days.
**«»••*••••
We should think it prudent, i£ we thought it practicable,
to confine the proposed Act to those provisions which are
necessary for constituting Legislatures in the four Colonies
1 Mr. Coulson, the parliamentary draftsman of the Australian Govern*
ments Act of 1850, said that * the Bill in effect proposed one resolution,
viz. that it was expedient to leave the form of their Institutions to be
dealt with by the Colonial L^islatores,* (ftorl Pap, 1850.)

